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President’s Letter 
Faith Vosburgh 

On October 1, Peggy Agnor and I 
attended the first session of the 
Extension Master Gardener 
Zoom series on Leadership 
Development, “Volunteer 
Engagement in a Virtual World”.  
About seventy or so Virginia 
Master Gardeners attended from 
around the state.  After hearing 
all the comments, Peggy and I 
felt pretty good about our 
RAMGA unit.  We are holding 
our own against much larger 
units.  But of course, there is still 
room for improvement.  The big 
question is how we keep up 
engagement, with our new 
interns, with current MGs and 
with the public.  I am relying on 
my own sketchy notes for this 
letter.  Kathleen Reed at the 
Tech Extension office is 
compiling all the notes and I will 
be able to report more fully next 
month.  But there were a few 
ideas that stuck out that I would 
like to share and hopefully, will 
keep you thinking of other ways 
we can improve our services. 

Hanover County does a weekly 
garden chat on Zoom available 
through their Facebook page and 
website.  The videos are archived 
and can be found on YouTube.  
Their Extension agent does all 
the videos, but I think we have 
enough expertise in our unit to 
trial this ourselves.  Piedmont 
continues to have monthly 

speakers through Zoom.  
Another unit does virtual plant 
clinics.   Some units are still 

socializing by wearing masks and 
maintaining social distance at 
outdoor bring your own lunch 
events.  Several units are going 
to go ahead and field new 
classes in 2021 regardless of the 
virus.  The major counties 
around Richmond are banding 
together to offer a joint class 
with each county taking a unit.  I 
only heard of one other county 
that does the Bedford online 
course but I am sure there are 
more.  Most units attending the 
session seemed to prefer in-
person classes. Other software 
platforms are being used such as 
Trello and Canvas, something for 
us to investigate. 

So, has this sparked any ideas 
from you as to how our RAMGA 
unit can stay engaged?  I’d love 
your feedback. 

Faith  

. 

. 

. 

Into the Garden 

Editor:  Faith Vosburgh 
Proofreader: Penny Wilson 
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Spontaneous and Celebratory 

Contact-Free RAMGA Class of 2020 Graduation  

By Tamara Teaff 

During a pandemic, the trainees continued to study the online modules, took quizzes, watched a multitude 
of YouTube videos, and attended socially distanced labs. Thus, the Class Steering Committee decided that 

the trainees deserved a celebration for their perseverance and determination.  As 
a result, a contact-free graduation was planned for September 26 at the Paxton 
House.  To practice safety protocols, the graduates were scheduled to arrive at a 
specific time.  RAMGA members were invited to participate, from a distance, as a 
cheering element to the event.  Arriving with creative signs and unique noise 
makers, members of RAMGA did not disappoint. There were even sparklers! 

As the trainee arrived, he/she was announced by Peggy Agnor, co-chair of CSC.  
Faith Vosburgh, acting president, presented the diploma and a new badge 
promoting the trainee to RAMGA 
intern.  Bob Kovach took an official 
graduation picture followed by the 

graduate receiving a gift bag, which contained a RAMGA t-shirt 
and a graduation cookie.  Upon exiting, the graduate had 
another picture taken by Barbara Ekin.  Amid social distanced 
cheering by RAMGA members, Pomp and Circumstance played 
in the background from Anne and David Buckner’s car stereo!  
Perfect finishing touches.  The Class Steering Committee thanks 
the RAMGA membership for their support and encouragement 
to the former trainees.  Also, the trainee’s mentors need 
recognition for their guidance and care. Project leaders are 
encouraged to contact the graduates when you are next 
working at your project.  The graduates are eager and willing to 
continue learning.   

Those graduating are Sharron Burgess, Jen Coluzzi, Marjorie 
Connolly, Claudia Cutler, Janet Fox, Keri Gould, Kaila Holmes, 
Kelly Kophazi, Chris Krukewitt, Joy McKee, Marina Pratt, 
Ginger Reed, Nancy Stikes, and Carla Zorn.  

 

NOTE:  Due to her Saturday work schedule, one trainee arrived early for a 9:00 graduation. A second 
graduate was unable to alter her work schedule so her diploma will be mailed. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS, RAMGA CLASS OF 2020! 

Lucia Owens celebrates the 
graduates with sparklers 

Commented [VJR1]:  
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Peggy Agnor conducting Marina 
Pratt’s early morning “Grab and 
Go” graduation 

Sandy Schaufler and Karen 
Lyons cheering the graduates 
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Not pictured: Marina Pratt picked up her certificate on the run on her way to 
work and Kelly Kophazi was unable to attend due to her work schedule. 

 

 

And more Congratulations are due to our new certified Virginia 
Master Gardeners: 

 

Mackenzie Baker, class of 2019, was promoted to VMG status at the class of 2020 
graduation. You may know Mackenzie as our social media coordinator.  She is the one 
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responsible for our presence on Facebook and Instagram.  Congratulations, Mackenzie. 
Presenting her badge is record keeper, Bob Kovach. 

From the Class of 2020, Nancy Stikes, has earned her 50 required volunteer hours to 
achieve VMG status.  Nancy skipped the intern stage and graduated as a full Master 
Gardener.  Great job, Nancy! 

 

 

 

 

Online Continuing Education 
October 7, 12:00 pm.  Webinar: “Designing with Ferns – The Dependable and the Divisive”, Ecological 
Landscape Alliance, $10 for non-members, https://www.ecolandscaping.org/event/webinar-designing-
with-ferns-the-dependable-and-the-divisive/   

October 7 – October 17.  Hokie BugFest. https://www.ento.vt.edu/4-H_Entomology/hokiebugfest.htm l  

October 17, 2:00 – 3:30pm.  Zoom: “Bring in the Birds”.  Learn how to create a welcoming habitat for birds 
by using native plant that feed and shelter birds and by keeping bird feeders healthy.  Free but registration 
required, https://piedmontmastergardeners.org/events/virtual-garden-basics-workshop-bring-in-the-
birds/   

Nancy Stikes Mackenzie Baker 

https://www.ecolandscaping.org/event/webinar-designing-with-ferns-the-dependable-and-the-divisive/
https://www.ecolandscaping.org/event/webinar-designing-with-ferns-the-dependable-and-the-divisive/
https://www.ento.vt.edu/4-H_Entomology/hokiebugfest.htm
https://piedmontmastergardeners.org/events/virtual-garden-basics-workshop-bring-in-the-birds/
https://piedmontmastergardeners.org/events/virtual-garden-basics-workshop-bring-in-the-birds/
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Lewis Ginter Botanical Garden in Richmond has a slew of online classes, but all do have a fee.  This is an 
amazing world class garden practically in our own backyard.  https://www.lewisginter.org/learn/adult-
classes/online-classes/    

And there is always the Tech Master Gardener archive of webinars at 
https://mastergardener.ext.vt.edu/webinar-archive/   

The Smithsonian Gardens “Let’s Talk Gardens” series is free and informative. 
https://gardens.si.edu/learn/for-educators/education-resources/  Most of them are at noon. Webinars 
from June – September are archived and available to listen to. Webinars for October include: 

October 8, “Beautiful Winter Gardens”  

October 15, “Bringing Your Tropical Plants in for the Winter” 

October 22, “Prune with a Purpose: A Gardener’s Guide to Thinking Like an Arborist” 

October 29, “Choosing Plants with Design in Mind” 

  

The Maryland Extension Master Gardener program has a number of educational webinars: 
https://extension.umd.edu/mg/volunteer-resources/horticulture-webinars-online-classes-and-other-
events 

As does the Penn State Extension: https://extension.psu.edu/trees-lawns-and-landscaping/home-
gardening/see-all-home-gardening/shopby/online-courses--webinars  

The Maryland Native Plant Society also has some good webinars: www.mdflora.org  

Another sources of webinars is the Xerces Society’s website:  https://www.xerces.org/events/webinars  

 

MG Volunteer Opportunities 
Boxerwood: social distanced volunteering continuing by 3-6 folks to maintain pollinator, native plant, and 
rain gardens.    Plant nursery area is cleared out and being used for staging new plants.  A new Boxerwood 
Ambassador program is being started to provide greeting and interpretive information for visitors.  Master 
Gardeners will provide some of this support.  Training for this program begins Sept 12.  VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED.  Contact Phyllis Fevrier at phylnfred@gmail.com  

 

Buena Vista Visitors Center: 3-4 volunteers continue working to maintain the BVVC in shape for tourist 
season.  Work was completed in front and at entrance to clear beds to prepare for some replanting.  Group 
continues their porch talks at the end of volunteering to discuss and learn.  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED. Contact 
Katherine Smith at persimmontree@centurylink.net  

 

Paxton House:  Lori and her team are doing basic garden maintenance.  Social distanced volunteering 
continues with 3-6 folks doing garden maintenance and learning about historical Paxton gardens.  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  Contact Lori Wood at lorihobbywood@gmail.com  

https://www.lewisginter.org/learn/adult-classes/online-classes/
https://www.lewisginter.org/learn/adult-classes/online-classes/
https://mastergardener.ext.vt.edu/webinar-archive/
https://gardens.si.edu/learn/for-educators/education-resources/
https://extension.umd.edu/mg/volunteer-resources/horticulture-webinars-online-classes-and-other-events
https://extension.umd.edu/mg/volunteer-resources/horticulture-webinars-online-classes-and-other-events
https://extension.psu.edu/trees-lawns-and-landscaping/home-gardening/see-all-home-gardening/shopby/online-courses--webinars
https://extension.psu.edu/trees-lawns-and-landscaping/home-gardening/see-all-home-gardening/shopby/online-courses--webinars
http://www.mdflora.org/
https://www.xerces.org/events/webinars
mailto:phylnfred@gmail.com
mailto:persimmontree@centurylink.net
mailto:lorihobbywood@gmail.com


pg. 7 
 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity:  VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.  Contact Barbara Ekin at Barbara.ekin@comcast.net or Petra 
Visscher at Visscher.petra@gmail.com 

Note:  Please wear your nametag when working at a RAMGA project or at a RAMGA 
function.  I know I can be guilty of this at times.  It is especially true now when our faces 

are mostly covered with masks. 

 

 

FYI 

Please don’t forget to vote for our new RAMGA Board of Officers.  You should be receiving a ballot in your 
e-mail in the next week through www.electionbuddy.com .  As a reminder, the slate is as follows: 

Faith Vosburgh President 

Deb Price  Vice President 

Co-Treasurers  Karen Lyons and Jan Smith 

Secretary  Barbara Walker 

VMGA Rep.  David Caldwell  

 

Now (or soon depending on the plant) is the perfect time to start collecting seed for our seed exchange.  
Here is a great article from the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center, a amazing place to visit if you are ever 
in Austin, TX.  https://www.wildflower.org/learn/collect-store-seeds  

 

For the past year or so, I have been following Margaret Roach’s excellent blog, “A Way to Garden” 

(www.awaytogarden.com) .  Check it out – there is a great interview with Doug Tallamy talking about his 
new book on there. Since the pandemic, Ms. Roach also has a weekly article in the New York Times on 
gardening.  This past week’s is especially appropriate on “A Smarter Fall Cleanup”. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/30/realestate/fall-garden-cleanup.html?surface=home-living-
vi&fellback=false&req_id=920693616&algo=identity&imp_id=993674948&action=click&module=Smarter%
20Living&pgtype=Homepage  

And Tamara Teaff forwarded me this excellent article From Prairie Nursery on the same subject:  

http://nativeplantherald.prairienursery.com/2019/09/meaningful-maintenancefall-clean-up-with-positive-
impact/?utm_source=Prairie+Nursery+Email+Signups&utm_campaign=99a408740a-
EMAIL_FALL_2020_NATIVE_GRASSES&utm_medium  

 

 

 

http://www.electionbuddy.com/
https://www.wildflower.org/learn/collect-store-seeds
http://www.awaytogarden.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/30/realestate/fall-garden-cleanup.html?surface=home-living-vi&fellback=false&req_id=920693616&algo=identity&imp_id=993674948&action=click&module=Smarter%20Living&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/30/realestate/fall-garden-cleanup.html?surface=home-living-vi&fellback=false&req_id=920693616&algo=identity&imp_id=993674948&action=click&module=Smarter%20Living&pgtype=Homepage
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/30/realestate/fall-garden-cleanup.html?surface=home-living-vi&fellback=false&req_id=920693616&algo=identity&imp_id=993674948&action=click&module=Smarter%20Living&pgtype=Homepage
http://nativeplantherald.prairienursery.com/2019/09/meaningful-maintenancefall-clean-up-with-positive-impact/?utm_source=Prairie+Nursery+Email+Signups&utm_campaign=99a408740a-EMAIL_FALL_2020_NATIVE_GRASSES&utm_medium
http://nativeplantherald.prairienursery.com/2019/09/meaningful-maintenancefall-clean-up-with-positive-impact/?utm_source=Prairie+Nursery+Email+Signups&utm_campaign=99a408740a-EMAIL_FALL_2020_NATIVE_GRASSES&utm_medium
http://nativeplantherald.prairienursery.com/2019/09/meaningful-maintenancefall-clean-up-with-positive-impact/?utm_source=Prairie+Nursery+Email+Signups&utm_campaign=99a408740a-EMAIL_FALL_2020_NATIVE_GRASSES&utm_medium
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Faith’s Garden Notes…. 
 This photo is a picture of my favorite Abelia, ‘Canyon Creek’ (Abelia x grandiflora).  It was discovered as an 
open-pollinated seedling of Abelia chinense 
selected through the renowned Michael Dirr’s 
breeding program at the University of Georgia and 
is a plant that looks good in all seasons.  It is semi-
evergreen for us if the winter is mild; pink and 
white flowers all season long that seem to burst 
into even larger clusters in the fall (those flowers 
pictured are about 3-4” long); and beautiful 
coppery pink foliage when the leaves emerge in the 
spring and again as the foliage changes in the fall.  
The blossoms are great for cutting and have a 
subtle sweet smell.  The shrub gets to be about 4’ 
tall and as wide but can be pruned easily.  As with 
many abelias, it tends to shoot up a tall branch or 
two like a stray hair, but those branches can be 
easily trimmed. 
 
These are many different abelias nowadays.  The 
old standby is ‘Rose Creek’, the shrubs in front of 
the Lexington Post Office.  I also have 
‘Kaleidoscope’, noted for its bright orange/red 
foliage and ‘Confetti’ whose leaves are outlined in 
white.  But ‘Canyon Creek’ remains my favorite. 
For more information on abelias, the Piedmont 
Master Gardeners have an excellent article on their 
website, “Abelia – Tough but Beautiful”, https://piedmontmastergardeners.org/article/abelia-tough-but-
beautiful/  
 
 
 
 
Virginia Cooperative Extension programs and employment are open to all, regardless of age, color, 

disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political 
affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, veteran status, or 
any other basis protected by law. An equal opportunity/affirmative action 
employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, Virginia State University, and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture cooperating. Edwin J. Jones, Director, Virginia 
Cooperative Extension, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg; M. Ray      McKinnie, 
Administrator, 1890 Extension Program, Virginia State University, Petersburg 

https://piedmontmastergardeners.org/article/abelia-tough-but-beautiful/
https://piedmontmastergardeners.org/article/abelia-tough-but-beautiful/

