Rockbridge Area Master Gardener Association
Virtual Plant Clinic
Zoom Talk — Saturday, March 13, 2021

-Why prune?
-Tools?

-And Tool
Maintenances

Tips!

Free Pruning Cliparts, Download Free Clip Art, Free Clip Art
on Clipart Library (clipart-library.com)



http://clipart-library.com/pruning-cliparts.html





Video created
by
Shelda Botkins
Master Gardener Class of 2019

Pruning Lab, March 9, 2019

Thank you KB — Instructor

And Shelda granting permission to
share her video




Why Prune?

ontrol the size of a plant
improve the appearance or health of a pla

0 prevent injury or property damage

Clip Art on Clipa



http://clipart-library.com/pruning-cliparts.html

ate older shrub
young plants

Shrub Pruning

Sucker Growth

Rubbing or

Dead Wood
/ Bunchy Growth
from old prunings

Branch Stubs Weak, Narrow

Crotches
Water Sprouts \



gardeningknowhow.com
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ncorrect Pruning

Why you shouldn’t top a tree

Topping is the term used when the main branches ; .
of a tree are trimmed to a stub. The practice is
widely considered to be harmful to a tree.

When a branch

is cut to a stub, Topped
it causes weak tree
but fast-growing

sprouts to form in

large numbers that

make the tree

bushier and require

more pruning.

tree s natu.f‘al
shape, weakens

maintain their
natural shape.

ource: Dana Karcher, certified arborist with The Davey Resowce Group, THE CALIFORNIAN
division of The Davey Tree Expert Company




When to Prune?

Virginia Cooperative Extension Pruning Calendars:
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https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/430/430-462/430-462_pdf.pdf
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/430/430-461/430-461_pdf.pdf
https://www.pubs.ext.vt.edu/content/dam/pubs_ext_vt_edu/430/430-460/430-460_pdf.pdf

ere to Prune

Pruning cuts in relationship to stem buds

Target Pruning to remove
to remove 2 : i 2 a living

a dead br:
ol iranch
branch ’ Iiﬁjﬂ‘” \ : F " {
'i'[g[gp 45° angle Opposite
Good cut. Too Too Good cut.
angular low

First year
collar %

15t cut - undercut at 1to notch limb
2nd cut - cut branch at 2 until branch falls off
3l cut - cut from barck ridge (3) to branch collar (3h)
- never cut off hranch flush from 3 to X
Oy Rreszd
Thinning cut

First year

Heading and thinning cuts




Pruning Tools

/1l p, —— wmmit‘;

1. Hand Pruners

2. Lopping shears

3. Pruning saw



Pruning Tools Tune-Up Tips

P ==

Keep your tools clean -

Diseased free tools stops the
spread from one plant to another!

Keep your tools sharpened -

The plants will “Thank You!”
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What plant questions do you have?

Personal photos supplied by Peggy Agnor throughout the PowerPoint presentation.
Other pictures and clipart credit was given on the individual slide.



Thank You for Coming!

Hope to see you next
month!

Stay in touch with the
Garden Gate Newsletter

Subscribe at;:

https://www.ramga.org/what-

s-happening @@
K



https://www.ramga.org/what-s-happening



