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Leadership Team Letter 
Jen Coluzzi, Anita Tuttle 

Another summer is about to 
conclude, and what a challenging 
growing season for all of us who 
didn’t convert our plantings to 
xeriscapes! Despite the heat and 
dry conditions, Master 
Gardeners have been busy. 
Community Day is always a 
highlight of the summer, and this 
one was no exception. Thanks to 
all who volunteered to staff the 
two RAMGA tables. Special 
thanks to Jill Alvarado for 
planning every detail, and to 
Vera Winkler and Anne Riffey-
Buckner of the Plant Clinic for 
sponsoring the raffle. 
 
What’s next? Dr. Mike Goatley, 
Extension Turf Specialist for 
Virginia, will present our 
September program, “Fall Lawn 
Tasks.” Those of you who have 
heard Dr. Goatley before know 
what a dynamic speaker he is, so 
even if turf isn’t a primary 
feature of your outdoor space, 
you can pick up some great tips 
on how to make sure your lawn 
care practices are 
environmentally protective. 
We’ll see you at 10:30 on 
September 16 at RARA. After the 
program, at 1:00 PM, we’ll see 
everyone at the Lake Robertson 

Pavilion for RAMGA’s Fall Picnic. 
A sign-up will be coming soon for 
food items. This is a great 
opportunity for you to bring 
along family or other significant 
people and introduce them to 
the folks you hang out with 
playing in the dirt. 
 

The newest class continues to 
impress: several have fulfilled 
their 50 hours and everyone is 
making great contributions to 
the RAMGA mission. Thank you 
for being so committed! Hope 
everyone had a chance for some 
fun over the summer. Now we 
can look forward to continuing 
our work with (hopefully) a drop 
in temperature and an increase 
in rain. 
 
 

Jen and Anita 
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2024 RAMGA PLANT SALE 
 
Volunteers Needed! 
 
The Plant Sale team, led by Vicki Hall and Anne Riffey-Buckner, are happy to report that Plant Sale '24 
will go on! Mark your calendars for 11 May 2024, in the Sam Houston Ruritan Auction Barn at 1260 
Valley Pike Road, Lexington (old US11). 
 
We think the Ruritan barn will work well for us, and they are very welcoming. The entire sale can be in one 
big space, it’s a drive-through configuration, and we can have it ALL DAY on Friday, which is a first for us. 
Thank you, Sandy Schauffler, for initially suggesting it. 
 
Our core team, thus far, consists of about ten people. We are recruiting MGs to participate. We need help 
with publicity, propagation, information technology, running the sale itself, budget, and probably other 
areas we haven’t thought of yet. You can pick as big or as small a piece as you like, in any subject area you 
like. If you are new to the plant sale, we will pair you with a mentor, so don’t be bashful. 
 
We are greatly aided by the previous team leaders. Peggy Bateson has been generous in sharing data base 
information, Saundra Martis has been a very helpful team participant, and Margaret Howard has kindly 
agreed to print pot sticks and plant information signs. Tamara Teaff will conduct another Kidz Korner, 
where she plants the seeds for future Master Gardeners. We will invite the SPCA. 
 
PS24 will probably be smaller than previous sales, with a focus on natives and propagation. We are going to 
procure plants through propagation, some selective dig and divide (applying VCE guidance on the Asian 
Jumping Worm), the buying in and up-potting of plugs, and growing from seed. We will not sell herbs. We 
are fortunate to have the use of the greenhouse at Mountain Gateway Community College, with its misting 
system that was donated by our sister organization, the Valley of Virginia Herb Guild. Their plant sale will 
be the weekend before. 
 
We welcome your plant ideas. We’ve started an aspirational list based on past sales, deleting herbs and we 
are adding plants that members would like to grow and contribute.       
 
Do you have ideas for plants to add? Want to sign up? If you have questions or comments, we want to hear 
them. Please contact Anne Riffey-Buckner at buckrocklex@gmail.com or Vicki Hall 
at vickijohall@gmail.com. 
 
 Above all, PS24 will be our big opportunity of the year to interact with the community and our fellow MGs. 
All are welcome. 
 
To be successful, the plant sale needs help from many, many hands. Here are some of the 
specific volunteer needs.   

• Recruiting team members 
• Growing plants from seeds 
• Plant procurement 

mailto:buckrocklex@gmail.com
mailto:vickijohall@gmail.com
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• Propagation, methods other than seed 
• Publicity 
• Plant sitting 
• Asian Jumping Worm education 
• Budget 
• Plant sale event (lots of subcategories) 
• (technology) Plant research, inventory and library 
• Greenhouse shifts 
• Volunteer coordinator 

 
If any of these jobs interest you, contact Anne or Vicki. 
 
 
 
From Faith:  I am organizing a RAMGA Plant Sale sub-committee on propagation.  We’ll be propagating 
plant sale plants from seed and cuttings either from home or from the greenhouse at the Rockbridge 
Center, Mountain Gateway Community College in Buena Vista.  No experience required; it will be a learning 
experience for all of us.  Contact me at fvosburgh@gmail.com  if you are interested. 
 

Congratulations to our new Master Gardeners!           
 
Margaret Herman, Diane McLain-Skillicorn, and Bobbi Lahha at the Jackson House Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:fvosburgh@gmail.com
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RAMGA MASTER GARDENERS in the Community 
 
Celebrate Rockbridge! 
 
Billy Grose and Anita Tuttle represented RAMGA at the Celebrate Rockbridge event on Saturday, July 22nd 
at Brewbaker park in Lexington.  They answered gardening questions and informed visitors about the 
mission of RAMGA.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ROCKBRIDGE COMMUNITY FESTIVAL 2023 
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Planting Penance and Remorse 
By Shana Shutler 
 
Editor’s note: Shana (Class of 2022) shares her experience in the area of invasive 
removal. Master Gardeners for the win! 
 

Not only did I not remove this invasive pampa grass when 
we moved to Fairfield, I divided it and planted some 
somewhere else because it was growing so fast! Then I 
took the Master Gardener class and learned all about 
invasive plants and realized my mistake. A flash flood 
promptly replanted it in the worst place, along the pond, 
where it can happily spread into the watershed.  This 
clump easily weighed 300+ pounds, and it took a 4WD 
truck with chains to pull it out.  Then a tractor was 
necessary to pick it up and move it. The plant required 
two gallons of RoundUp® (hence the silly cover with bags 
to block the rain).  It was a LOVELY eyesore at the end of 
our driveway for a week! 
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RAMGA PROJECTS 
 
Fruit and Berry Project 
 
Six MGers joined the Fruit Tree and Berry team meeting up at the orchard of Master Gardener Regina 
Donald in Brownsburg on Sat Aug 12, 2023. Regina graciously hosted us and conveyed knowledge of her 
orchard and grafting experiences. Everyone’s interest was piqued. Regina is willing to offer a grafting 
workshop during the off-season. 
 
Topics included:                                                                      

§ Apple/Peach/ & Pear 
Trees 

 
§ Tree sourcing- mostly 

Century Farms 
 

§ Growingfruit.org- 
support group 

 
§ Demo of types of grafts, including cleft, whip and tongue 

 
§ When to graft, i.e.- dormant wood (March is best time). 

 
§ Demo of grafting various apple varieties onto a single healthy tree 

 
§ Discussion of pest control and protecting the fruit. Comfrey below tree for weed control. Clever. 

 
§ Pruning and hardening off discussion. 

 
 
 
 
Invasive Species Management Team 
 
The Invasive Special Team for the Win! 
By Peggy Agnor 
 
The RAMGA Invasive Species Management Team has partnered with the Friends of Woods Creek to 
remove invasives at the bridge near Ross Rd. along Sarah’s Run tributary. 
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Seed Savers 
 
Now is a great time to start saving seeds from your gardens.  Here are some online 
references from Karen Lyons, Project Leader of the Seed Saving group.  And mark your 
calendars for the next Seed Swap, Saturday, January 20th! 
 
Saving vegetable seeds.  University of Minnesota Extension 
https://extension.umn.edu/planting-and-growing-guides/saving-vegetable-seeds#start-with-clean-seeds-
and-transplants-823212 
 
Prairie Moon 2022 Cultural Guide 
https://www.prairiemoon.com/catalogs/Prairie-Moon-2022-Cultural-Guide-final.pdf 
 

BEFORE: Dave Roser on 
bridge before the removal of 
invasives 

AFTER: The bridge after the 
removal of invasives 

https://extension.umn.edu/planting-and-growing-guides/saving-vegetable-seeds#start-with-clean-seeds-and-transplants-823212
https://extension.umn.edu/planting-and-growing-guides/saving-vegetable-seeds#start-with-clean-seeds-and-transplants-823212
https://www.prairiemoon.com/catalogs/Prairie-Moon-2022-Cultural-Guide-final.pdf
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Seed Saving Guide by Seed Savers Exchange 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3lur47khpz03grl/AAAPRgXs7SHy9M2roWp3p2GJa?dl=0&preview=Seed+Sav
ing+Guide_SSE.pdf 
 
Seed Saving Supplemental Education Guide 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3lur47khpz03grl/AAAPRgXs7SHy9M2roWp3p2GJa?dl=0&preview=2021+See
d+Saving+Supplemental+Education.pdf 
 
At Home Seed Processing.  U tube video by Seed Savers Exchange Heritage Farm 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjmMdgHtjOI 
 

CONTINUING EDUCATION 
 
The American Horticultural Society has just published their catalog for their new Lifelong Learning program 
featuring many celebrated horticulturists and plant professionals.  The classes look like they are on 
Wednesday evenings for the most part.  $15 for hon-members and $10 for members.  I am definitely 
signing up for several of these.  Check it out. And they all count towards RAMGA Continuing Ed. hours. 
https://ahsgardening.org/lifelong-learning/   
 
As a note – joining AHS is well worth it.  Their bi-monthly magazine is excellent and as a bonus, you will be 
a member of their AHS Reciprocal Admissions Programs (RAP) which gets you in free to more than 345 
public garden and arboreta across the county.  Boxerwood is a RAP member, so your Boxerwood 
membership card also gets you free admission to all those gardens. 
 
 
Saturday, September 16, 9:00am – 2:00pm.  Open House and Plant Sale at the Thomas Jefferson Center for 
Historic Plants, 1293 Tufton Farm, Charlottesville. 
  
Saturday, September 16, 9:00am – 1:00pm.  Fall Plant Sale, Central Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener 
Association, Verona United Methodist Church Parking Lot, 406 Lee Highway, Verona.   www.csvmga.org .  
Cash or check only. 
 
Saturday, September 16, 10:30am.  “Fall Lawn Tasks”, Dr. Mike Goatley, Virginia Tech Extension.  
Sponsored by the Rockbridge Area Master Gardeners.  RARA Community Building, 350 Spotswood Dr., 
Lexington. 
 
Friday, September 15, Waynesboro Tree Workshop, “The What and Why of Mature Tree Care”, Best 
Western Inn and Conference Center, 109 Apple Tree Lane, Waynesboro.  Master Gardener fee: $75.  
www.treesvirginia.org  
 
 Saturday, October 6-8.  Annual Meeting of the Virginia Native Plant Society, Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science, Gloucester, VA.  Registration opens after September 7th and includes one day options. 
https://vnps.org/events/2023-annual-meeting-and-program/  
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3lur47khpz03grl/AAAPRgXs7SHy9M2roWp3p2GJa?dl=0&preview=Seed+Saving+Guide_SSE.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3lur47khpz03grl/AAAPRgXs7SHy9M2roWp3p2GJa?dl=0&preview=Seed+Saving+Guide_SSE.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3lur47khpz03grl/AAAPRgXs7SHy9M2roWp3p2GJa?dl=0&preview=2021+Seed+Saving+Supplemental+Education.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/3lur47khpz03grl/AAAPRgXs7SHy9M2roWp3p2GJa?dl=0&preview=2021+Seed+Saving+Supplemental+Education.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xjmMdgHtjOI
https://ahsgardening.org/lifelong-learning/
http://www.csvmga.org/
http://www.treesvirginia.org/
https://vnps.org/events/2023-annual-meeting-and-program/
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Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, Virginia State University, the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, and local governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless 
of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, national origin, political affiliation, race, 
religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law. 


