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Leadership Team Letter 
Vicki Hall and Jan Smith 

Help Desk or not? 
 
As summer heats up, so do 
gardening questions. What is 
eating my plant? Why are the 
leaves yellow? Why don’t I have 
any tomatoes? Why, why, why… 
 
Answering questions is why the 
Master Gardener organization 
was created; to help our busy 
extension agent answer 
homeowner and non-
commercial growers’ questions. 
Our primary mission is to answer 
questions. 
 
When friends come to you with 
questions that you might not 
know the answer to, forward it 
to our Help Desk/Plant Clinic 
team. Marybeth Sharkey knows 
a lot and importantly knows 
where to find answers to what 
she does not know. 
 
In the summer we generate lots 
of garden debris in addition to 
our food waste. How to properly 
compost is an important topic. 
Phyllis Fevrier, and our Compost 
Coaches/Waste Reduction team, 
works tirelessly in its mission to 
spread the word about spreading 
compost. 

RAMGA has a homesite team 

that visits properties to evaluate 
water issues, planting 
possibilities, tree placement, etc. 
And if you think you have 
invasive plants, we have a team 
for that as well. Members help 
owners identify bad actors and 
how to manage them. Jen 
Coluzzi and Jan Smith pull in 
RAMGA members with 
applicable expertise to answer 
homeowners’ questions. 
 
All our tabling events present 
numerous opportunities to 
answer specific questions from 
the public or follow-up with the 
answer, as well as providing 
timely seasonal information. 
 
For those who work, we have 
plenty of weekend public events 
coming up so watch your emails 
and sign-up to volunteer. Jill 
Alvarado and Barbara Walker are 

. 

. 
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the main organizers of these 
events. 
 
As we move into summer there 
will be lots of opportunities to 
answer questions. First up is 
“Celebrate Rockbridge” on 
Sunday June 23rd from 12-4 at 
the VA Horse Center. This is a 
general information tabling 
event. Then the August 

Lexington Street Festival, 
September’s Rockbridge County 
Fair, and October’s “Mountain 
Day”. We hope to see you there. 
 
PS. As to the picture, those holes 
are not bad. A leaf cutter bee 
uses the pieces of leaves as a 
lining for their nests. These bees 
are solitary and nest in rotten 
wood, hollow stems of plants, 

holes in solid wood, or in other 
protected natural cavities. They 
do little damage and control is 
not necessary. These holes 
indicate you have a healthy 
ecosystem. Click here for more 
information on leaf cutter bees. 
 

Jan & Vicki

RAMGA FYI … 
 
 
Catherine Campbell (left) and Debbie Desjardins (right) are 
congratulated on the completion of 50 volunteer hours as 
one of the requirements to become an Extension Master 
Gardener by Class Training Coordinator, Peggy Agnor. 
 
 
 
Upcoming RAMGA Field Trip:  Saturday, September 28, 
10 – noon.  Quarry Gardens, Schuyler, VA.  A tour followed by 
a picnic break and then another tour and discussion focused on 
Aster and Goldenrod identification.  Rain date, Thursday, Oct. 
3rd.  This will be joint excursion with the Upper James River 
Chapter of the VA Native Plant Society.  For more information 
and/or register, contact Jan Smith, janhuntersmith@gmail.com 
 
 
Time to Celebrate! 
 
A picnic celebrating the Class of 2024 EMG graduates will be held at the Rockbridge Baths 
Volunteer Fire House on Rte. 39 in Rockbridge Baths. This will be one of RAMGA’s famous 
potluck events. The date is Saturday, June 15. Time is 4:00-6:00 p.m. The following Sign- 
Up Genius link will allow you to register for the picnic and to share what type of 
celebratory food you will be bringing. 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044CA8AD29AAFA7-49859020-2024#/  
 

https://content.ces.ncsu.edu/leafcutter-bees
https://quarrygardensatschuyler.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F044CA8AD29AAFA7-49859020-2024#/
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Please introduce yourself to the newest members and to welcome them into the RAMGA 
community. 
 
 

 
 
CLASS OF 2024 
 
Lab # 7: Water Quality and Conservation Lab 
 
“Professor Jackson’s Garden” 
By Tamara Teaff 
 
On May 20, the Class of 2024 met at the Jackson House Museum 
Gardens. Shawn Jadrnicek, Associate Extension Agent, Agriculture 
and Natural Resources for Roanoke County and the cities of 
Roanoke and Salem, teamed with our Tom Stanley to educate the 
trainees in all things water quality and conservation. 
Shawn informed the trainees about irrigation and rainwater 
harvesting. The trainees received specific guidelines for installing a 
simple drip irrigation system in raised bed gardening along with 
formulas to determine how often and for how long a garden bed 
needs to be watered for maximum efficiency. They were informed 
of ways to conserve water by comparing the benefits of sprinkler vs  
soaker hose vs drip irrigation systems. 
 

The Jackson House Museum Garden is an 1860 era historical garden 
maintained as a RAMGA project at which the MGs use a drip irrigation 
system. Agent Jadrnicek did a bit of trouble shooting to solve a leak 
problem in the current system. Recently, the RAMGA garden team 
installed a rain barrel to demonstrate what may have been used to 
collect water in Professor Thomas Jackson’s Garden. 
 
Tom highlighted the importance of riparian buffers as one of the best 
management practices for water quality as they stabilize and protect 
steams by capturing and filtering surface runoff. He encouraged planting 
of native species to support riparian areas. Sharing Virginia government 
funded watershed protection agencies (with acronyms) through a flow 
chart handout, he outlined the efforts underway to protect the health of 
the Chesapeake watershed area. 
 

Shawn Jadrnicek troubleshoots the 
Garden irrigation system 
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Lab Assistants were Billy Gross and Patti Jansen. JHM Garden team members who attended included 
Margaret Herman and Jan Smith. Major Grace Moyer, site director of the Jackson House Museum, served 
as host for the event. 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Lab #8:  "Creepy Crawler Identification Challenge” 
by trainee, Pam Lightfoot 
 
 

For the "Bug Lab," participants walked into the RARA Community Room in which dissecting microscopes 
were set up on tables.  Both live and dead "bugs" (using a generic term) were ready for our lab-de-jour.  I 
was immediately transported back several decades to the one biology class I took in college, as well as my 
high school biology class.  To help us “snap out of ” from what I 
could only term "PTSD" from seeing all of the specimens, Shana 
Shutler, RAMGA’s self-appointed "bug geek", gave a short 
presentation on smartphone applications for bug identification, 
followed by recommendations to visit Welcome to 
BugGuide.Net! and bugoftheweek.com.   
 
Marybeth Sharkey provided participants with a summary of "Your 
Yard Can Help Avert the Insect Apocalypse”, an article from the 
Washington Post. (https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-
environment/2024/04/23/how-make-bug-hotel-insect-decline-
bees/) .  The article indicated that it was okay for us to be "lazy 
gardeners."  For example, we should allow garden debris to 
decompose naturally.  Lop off flower heads and put them in a pile 
with leaves.  Do not rush to control insects by using 
insecticides.  Give bugs the chance to munch on leaves and move 
on to other plants.  Plants will survive and "leaf out" again.   
 
This natural cycle has gone on before humans existed. Among other interesting facts she shared is that 
although we think that only bees pollinate plants, other living things do as well.  Also, possums love ticks 
and, oddly enough, the larvae of a beetle called Zophobas atratus (nicknamed "superworms" and "dark 
winged beetles”) eat Styrofoam! https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/10/science/worms-eating-
styrofoam.html.   

Trainee Donna Strickler involved in insect ID 

https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740
https://bugguide.net/node/view/15740
http://bugoftheweek.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/04/23/how-make-bug-hotel-insect-decline-bees/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/04/23/how-make-bug-hotel-insect-decline-bees/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2024/04/23/how-make-bug-hotel-insect-decline-bees/
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/10/science/worms-eating-styrofoam.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/06/10/science/worms-eating-styrofoam.html
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We were treated to more information from Dr. Jared Lee, Associate 
Profession of Biology at the Southern Virginia University.  He 
recommended that participants use his Alma Mater's (University of 
Georgia) free EDDmapS  (https://www.eddmaps.org/ ) smartphone 
application to identify and report invasive species (including plants, 
insects, fungi, diseases, and wildlife).  Through this "citizen scientist" 
reporting, scientists can track the migration of invasive species and 
print reports and maps.    
 
 
 
Following his presentation, participants selected a series of bugs to 
view via the provided microscopes.  Some were in preservatives, 
some were pinned to a board, and a few were alive (which were 

released after the lab).  Participants used a provided chart to write down information such as each 
specimen’s number of legs and wings, and other visual characteristics.  Fortunately, most of the specimens 
were already labeled, but some identifications were made using the laminated bug identification card 
(Mac’s Field Guide to Southeast Garden Bugs) provided by the class training team.   
 
After the identification session was over, Professor Lee asked participants to describe their definition of “a 
garden”.  Professor Lee explained that a garden is created when an area is stripped of natural vegetation, 
and people try to create a new ecosystem.  While the area is often able to make some adjustments (e.g. 
bacteria in the soil can usually adjust), this disturbed habitat usually 
allows for the encroachment of invasive species of bugs and plant 
life.  He espoused that it was important to maintain diversity in a 
planted garden.  Professor Lee briefly reviewed the assigned reading 
for the lab 
(see https://www.amentsoc.org/insects/glossary/groups/arthropod-
classes/ for basic information) and briefly split the generic term "bug" 
into the proper categories.  For example, he mentioned that "pill 
bugs" 

(https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/MISC/Armadillidium_vulgare.htm) are crustaceans (like crabs) and 
mites are spiders (they have eight legs).  Professor Lee explained that insects follow newly planted plants, 
either from their point of origin or from their senses that lead them to the plants. This is how new invasive 
species of insects migrate. If gardens have a few chewed plant parts, Professor Lee counseled that is proof 
that the plants are providing food for the living things in the ecosystem.  He ended his presentation by 
asking the trainees to analyze the purpose of their individual gardens and their relationship to the 
Rockbridge ecosystem.   
 
Lab assistants were Marybeth Sharkey and Shana Shutler. Barbara Thomas was the active observer.  
 
 

Shana Shutler uses an app for insect ID 

Hummingbird moth photo by trainee Louise Brennan 

https://www.eddmaps.org/
https://www.amentsoc.org/insects/glossary/groups/arthropod-classes/
https://www.amentsoc.org/insects/glossary/groups/arthropod-classes/
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/MISC/Armadillidium_vulgare.htm
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A SUCCESSFUL 2024 RAMGA PLANT SALE! 
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RAMGA PROJECTS 
 
In the Garden at Natural Bridge Elementary                       
By Tamara Teaff 
 
With a mad rush to get the garden planted before the school year 
ended, the Natural Bridge Elementary Garden team was able to 
squeeze in one more horticultural lesson, on the reproductive parts 
of a flower, with the fourth graders. After examining a model of a 
flower, the students dissected a flower, categorized the parts, and 
identified their primary function in the production of a seed. This 
lesson connected with the fourth grade Virginia Standards of 
Learning for Living Systems and Process 4.2b. Pictured is Becky 
Herndon demonstrating how to dissect a flower and a student in 
the process of sorting the parts of a flower. 
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Compost Coaches Glasgow Community Partnership 
By Phyllis Fevrier and Marybeth Sharkey 
 
Compost Coaches have a partnership with Rockbridge Conservation to set up a compost station and 
educational schedule at the Glasgow Farmer’s Market. This is a welcome opportunity to enhance public 
outreach in the Glasgow community. The Master Gardener Compost Team will have a table at the Farmer’s 
Market each Saturday through the spring and summer to educate the public about home composting. 
Glasgow City Council has approved the proposal and the design. The approved design is a simple cost-
effective hardware cloth to hold “browns” and compost, straw bales, and a small piece of drainpipe. 
Signage is provided by Master Gardeners. Working with Carolyn Bradley, the Farmer’s Market manager, 
the team will guide individuals or families interested in composting at the Farmer’s Market site. 
 

Master Gardener and Glasgow resident, Nancy Stikes, has 
volunteered to monitor the compost site throughout the 
week. The Plant Clinic plans to join the Compost Coaches at 
the Farmer’s Market when their schedule allows. 
 
Master Gardeners involved are Marybeth Sharkey, Phyllis 
Fevrier, Nancy Stikes, Debbie Desjardin, Cathy Campbell, 
Vieve Moeckel, Haley Huffman, Kit Kauffman, Jeff Young, and 
Barbara Walsh. Members of Rockbridge Conservation 
supporting the project are Kirin Lattomus, Barbara Walsh, 
and Marilyn Buerkens. 
 

 
 
Note that Compost Coaches are now serving under the newest RAMGA project called Waste Prevention. 
The team welcomes new members. Contact Phyllis phylnfred@gmail.com or Marybeth 
metsharkey17@gmail.com if interested. 
 
 

 
"Feeding Baby Butterflies" Review of RAMGA May Program 
By Trainee, Pam Lightfoot 
 
On Saturday, May 18, the public was invited to learn about feeding baby butterflies (caterpillars) via a one-
hour training session offered by Master Naturalist and Master Gardener, Anita Tuttle.  Ms. Tuttle indicated 
that, while many people are trying to plant pollinator gardens, they are not planting the appropriate plants 
to attract a variety of caterpillars.  She noted that children do not associate caterpillars with 
butterflies.  This type of realization comes from learned, not innate, knowledge.   
 
As Ms. Tuttle advanced through her slide presentation, she briefly spoke about the specimen on the 
screen.  For example, for the eastern tent caterpillar (which pupates into the Isabella moth) baby birds, 

From L. to R.: Cathy Campbell, Phyllis Fevrier, Nancy Stikes, Marybeth 
Sharkey, Debbie Desjardins 
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bats, and turtles use them as a food source.  The caterpillars themselves prefer the cherry and native 
crabapple trees.  Even if this caterpillar has eaten the first wave of leaves, mature trees normally have 
second and tertiary leaves.  Her slides covered: Cecropia moth (https://www.nwf.org/Educational-
Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Cecropia-Moth), Luna moth 
(https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/moths/luna_moth.htm), Fiery skipper moth 
(https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/BFLY/fiery_skipper.htm, Sachem skipper moth 
(https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/52075-Atalopedes-campestris), Silver-spotted skipper 
(https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/silver-spotted_skipper.htm), Eastern tiger swallowtail 
(https://www.fs.usda.gov/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/TigerSwallowtail.shtml), 
Eastern black swallowtails 
(https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/bfly2/eastern_black_swallowtail.htm),Spicebush swallowtails 
(https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/spicebush_swallowtail.htm), Clouded sulphur 
(https://alabama.butterflyatlas.usf.edu/species/details/42/clouded-sulphur), Spring azure butterfly 
(https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/spring-azure), Summer azure butterfly 
(https://alabama.butterflyatlas.usf.edu/species/details/37/summer-azure), Eastern-tailed blue butterfly 
(https://www.pwconserve.org/wildlife/butterflies/etblue.htm), Monarch butterfly 
(https://www.saveourmonarchs.org/monarch-story.html), and a few other types of butterflies and 
"fritillary"  
(https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/fritillary).   
 
Her personal experience with the various species of caterpillars from "birth" to seasonal cocoons was 
appreciated by the audience.  Ms. Tuttle ended her presentation by mentioning the Butterfly House at the 
Norfolk Botanical Gardens (https://norfolkbotanicalgarden.org/explore/butterfly-house/).   
 
Fortunately, Ms. Tuttle's detailed presentation will be posted to the RAMGA webpage 
(https://www.ramga.org/) soon. Also, note that more information can be obtained from a website 
maintained by the Prince William Conservation Alliance 
(https://www.pwconserve.org/wildlife/butterflies/index.htm), which lists information concerning the 
butterflies in Virginia by county and is current as of 2020.   
 
 

 
 
Continuing Education Opportunities: 
 
***Saturday, June 15, 10:30 – noon, Piovano Room, Rockbridge Regional Library. 
“Ornamental Grasses” with RAMGA member Faith Vosburgh sponsored by the 
Rockbridge Area Master Gardeners.  Free and open to the general public. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Cecropia-Moth
https://www.nwf.org/Educational-Resources/Wildlife-Guide/Invertebrates/Cecropia-Moth
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/misc/moths/luna_moth.htm
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/BFLY/fiery_skipper.htm
https://www.inaturalist.org/taxa/52075-Atalopedes-campestris
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/silver-spotted_skipper.htm
https://www.fs.usda.gov/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/TigerSwallowtail.shtml
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/bfly2/eastern_black_swallowtail.htm
https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/bfly/spicebush_swallowtail.htm
https://alabama.butterflyatlas.usf.edu/species/details/42/clouded-sulphur
https://mdc.mo.gov/discover-nature/field-guide/spring-azure
https://alabama.butterflyatlas.usf.edu/species/details/37/summer-azure
https://www.pwconserve.org/wildlife/butterflies/etblue.htm
https://www.saveourmonarchs.org/monarch-story.html
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/wildflowers/pollinators/pollinator-of-the-month/fritillary
https://norfolkbotanicalgarden.org/explore/butterfly-house/
https://www.ramga.org/
https://www.pwconserve.org/wildlife/butterflies/index.htm
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Virginia Cooperative Extension is a partnership of Virginia Tech, 
Virginia State University, the U.S. Department of Agriculture, and local 
governments. Its programs and employment are open to all, regardless 
of age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender expression, 
national origin, political affiliation, race, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, military status, or any other basis protected by law. 
 
 

 
 


