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Welcome

• Dr. Karen Lyons, Help Desk at VA Tech  

Cooperative Extension Office

• 150 Main St., Lexington, VA, 2nd floor

• RAMGA. org





How to  
contact  
the

Help  
Desk

Web: RAMGA.org/gardening-questions: Help Line Submission

Email: helpline@ramga.org

Phone: (540) 463-4734

VCE office: CURRENTLY CLOSED TO VISITORS 

2nd floor of Rockbridge Co. office building, Main Street, Lexington; 
future drop-in days to be determined

mailto:helpline@ramga.org




Planning for Your Garden

❖ Ask what you want to achieve?

• To attract birds, butterflies, wildlife

• To start vegetable garden

• To use containers in small

garden/yard

• Do the research



Do the Research
• Attracting wildlife to your garden?

• Go to internet

• National Wildlife Federation, Native Plant  

Finder

• audubon.org/native-plants





Vegetable Garden?

• pubs.ext.vt.edu

• Southernexposure.com

• Things you need to know

• For example, summer Squash



Using containers to

attract wildlife or grow vegetables

• pubs.ext.vt.edu

• missouribotanicalgarden.org

search  container gardening



From the Missouri Botanical Garden









Planting

•





Know Plant’s Soil 

Requirements



Iowa State University

pH Preferences - Vegetables







Proper Watering Techniques

❖ Water early in the morning OR evening 2 hours before
sunset

❖ Water less frequently, more deeply

❖ Vegetable crops need 1” water/ week on average

❖ Plant ornamentals adapted to local rain amounts



Plant Sale

, Debit Card, or Credit Card




